~Midiman Surface One

By Steve La Cerra

Cine of the most unusual products ennownced al
Ihe Wiekss NAMM Comvenlion in Anahsim Say-
el waehs ano wes shown by Midiman. Their Sur-
face Ona Virtual Conbrol Surface is a user-con
figurable controlier thet may be usad in generate
any bypa of MIDI data, What sets the Surtace One
st froen rrcst o MWD oorinolers is thal il om
piorys S0me vary clewer optical technokogy fo frans-
L oS monamiEls mbo MDD dista

O the front pamal of the tablstop console ane
a series of controller lemants or "oljects.” which
consist of exght vitual touch panels, a thumo pan-
& (usar-dalinable with one io thres regions), eighl
viriual buttons, and 16 tradiional rolary encodans.
All of hasa objects may be programmed (o frans-
mit any message within the MIDI protocal in-
chuding mote on and note off, voluma changa, pro-
gram change, and continuous controliers. The
mberface behind the ouch pisd objects is a fibar-
optic-based, touch-sensitive material. This
“smar” tabric was onginaly developaed by tha
Cenadian Space Agency and |s now koensad by
Tt Tha Rabas fransmis the nformation it ra-
cehves through touch for comersion into M1
data. Once comverted
1o MIDL, contral ifhar-
mialon & sant ot of the
Surface Ona to any

WHD NEE
Iy ErmeEcpa o o

WHY IS IT A BIG DEALT The Surf

Ernp Taciex's “smart” fiber oohic
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SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: THA

FONTACT: Far

compalible devicn, A
USE imterface & In-
cluded Ffar programe-
ming the Surace One
via software graphic
USEr Nberace.
Clbjects on Surface
One utilizing the Tac-
ey materal are capa-
e of re&ding upidown

infoermation; correspandingly, Surface One can
send oul multiple messages simultanecushy
Surface Omne's “buttons” or pads can ransmit &
wariety of information ranging from solo &nd
mute CHmmands in 8 sequencing emdronmant
to MIDI note onvoff in a parformance control ap-
plication (we can envision percussionists going
wild waith The Surfaca One and a MIDI dum mod-
ula). Any message may be assigned to a MIDI
coniralker message. Diflerent types of molion on
the smart fabric can be used o tigger specific
commands, A shifl command allows an apen-
bor access bo a second layer of objects that may
b programmesd for commands ditferant from

| those in the first layer. The resolution of each

object May akso be usar-gdefingd, p-rr_mding (for
E:I.-H.'1'I|ZI|B:- coarse and fina F-Ih".'l'ltlEI'll:l Caldf-
trodlers, Han objéct is dedingd as a tader, prag-
sure applad 1o the op or bottom of the tader can
resull in a fade in or oul of data on thal panic-
ular chanmel

Sinoe Sunace One's objects ang virbual oon-
trollers, they can exchange roles, locations, and
Turicticns, Ths allows he unil's Tunctions to vary
depanding on the emanznmeant in which 1's usad.
In ore application, the aight iouch pads could con-
trol BAICH merle crvial Tor drum sounds: in analth
er theny could control delay tme or chomns depth
ol a muliaffects procassor. Ofher possible wuses
lar e Surlace O wolld be &8s & virluial miair
for digital audin/sequencing software, or even an
inpul dévice kor 30 graphics or anmation sofl
WHrB.

The Surface Ona's O complemant includes
b BMICH ires, S IO outs, and & USB port for
conneclion 0 a computer. Lipgrades may bae
icaded into the wnit via flash ACOM, and the con-
ircller is capabie of lunclionng as standakne de-

laft’ nght. and pressure | vice without the need for a computer. =
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